[Experimental use of antitumor preparations in low doses].
The susceptibility of tumor tissue to therapeutic and smaller doses of chemotherapeutic drugs was assessed on the basis of SH-group inhibition in vitro. As therapeutic dose was decreased, rhythmic changes of tumor susceptibility were observed. In the experiments on tumor-bearing rats, the small dose of chemotherapeutic agent, which in preliminary in vitro experiments proved to be as effective as therapeutic one (1/5 therapeutic dose), was found to cause the same suppression of tumor growth. However, it did not induce leukopenia, lymphopenia, thymus involution or any other manifestations of stress which followed multiple injections of therapeutic doses. The white blood cell and thymus indices in rats, which received the small dose, suggest the development of reactions of training and activation which increase the nonspecific resistance of organism.